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There is something heroic about lighthouses—they 
interrupt darkness and dispel danger with their 
reassuring beacons, symbolizing hope and security 
for both seafarers and land lovers.
  Executive director of the American Lighthouse 
Foundation Bob Trapani Jr. recounts the stories of 
twenty-seven beacons from the lost Cape Henlopen 
Light Station, completed in 1767, to the Marcus 
Hook Range Rear Light Station, constructed in 
1920. He not only discusses their construction and 
the changes they have undergone over the years, but 
also tells dramatic tales of their keepers, who braved 
storms, isolation and poor conditions so that the 
lights would stay burning for those at sea.

Bob Trapani Jr. is executive director of the American Lighthouse 
Foundation. He is former president of the Delaware River & Bay 
Lighthouse Foundation. Under his leadership, that organization secured 
ownership of Harbor of Refuge Lighthouse, obtained a long-term lease 
of Liston Range Rear Light and fought for the preservation of Delaware 
Breakwater East End Light. He is a contributing writer for Lighthouse 
Digest and Wreck & Rescue, and has authored three books.
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